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Architectural Description 

The Kennard Thomas Farm was documented on a Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Form in 1983. The property owner 
did not respond to requests to enter the property to complete an updated survey. However, it appears as if the property is relatively 
unchanged since the prior documentation was completed. The MHT files contain a picture dating to spring/summer 2003 and the 
house retains its appearance to that time with the exception of window replacements that have been made in the intervening years. 
One change that has occurred is that the 2.9-acre parcel containing the house has been subdivided from the surrounding 133-acre 
parcel that contains agricultural outbuildings and cultivated fields. However, the same person retains ownership over both parcels 
and both will be evaluated as part of this Determination of Eligibility because historically the parcels were united and the buildings 
and landscape continue to relate to each other to form a single working farmstead. 

The property is located on the north side of MD 305 to the west of US 301, approximately two miles east of Centreville. The 
original portion of the house was built circa 1875 and is a vernacular interpretation of a Gothic Revival cottage. (Property records 
indicate that this building dates to 1901, but historic maps show a house on the same site in 1877 and stylistically, 1901 would 
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have been quite late for the construction of a Gothic Revival cottage.) The one-and-one-half story building has been covered in 
asbestos siding that is reminiscent of Formstone and designed to resemble brick and concrete blocks. Scalloped bargeboards and 
steeply pitched dormers are the only remaining features that evoke the Gothic Revival style. Replacement windows are found on 
select windows throughout the building. 

An addition to the original house was built in 1918. The addition is attached to the original house, but essentially reads as a 
distinct building. It does not attempt to relate to the original house from a design perspective and employs a distinct architectural 
vocabulary. It is a basic I-house form that is two stories in height and covered in wood shingles. A single-story, full-width, 
screened front porch with a shed roof obscures the first floor. 

The original MIHP form identifies the property as a farm. However, the only outbuilding that is mentioned is a small board-and-
batten smokehouse, which is extant. Other agricultural buildings are also present and are all located to the northwest of the house. 
A gambrel-roof dairy barn with a concrete foundation and frame upper stories is present. It dates to circa 1930. A chicken house 
dating to circa 1940 and a shed of a slightly later vintage are also located on the farm. A recently constructed large metal building 
is also present within the collection of older buildings. 

The land is characterized by flat topography and expansive vistas. Several mature deciduous trees are clustered close to the 
house. The remainder of the parcel contains cultivated agricultural fields. 

History 

The area that is now Queen Anne's County was the site of Native American settlements that took advantage of fertile soil for 
subsistence farming and were usually situated near fresh water sources. As European settlers arrived, hearing of the benefits of the 
region from various expeditions, Native Americans were displaced. The Europeans quickly realized that the area was ideal for 
cultivating tobacco due to the abundant supplies of timber in addition to navigable waterways and fertile soil. However, as the soil 
was depleted and tobacco prices declined, farmers turned to wheat and corn as their primary crops by the middle of the eighteenth 
century. By the second half of the nineteenth century, corn and oats were also popular crops, along with smaller acreages devoted 
to potatoes, sweet potatoes, peas, and beans. As transportation methods improved, fruits—most notably peaches—also became 
popular. In the first half of the twentieth century, many farms in the Centreville vicinity added small dairy operations to their 
farming. 

Historic maps show the Kennard Thomas Farm (named for the owner at the time that it was surveyed in 1983) was owned by K. 
Brown in 1877. A house—likely the original Gothic Revival cottage—was present on the site at that time. Today, the property is 
owned by Charles Sparks, who purchased it from Kennard Thomas in 1988. 

Significance Evaluation 

The Kennard Thomas Farm is not eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. It is not eligible under Criterion A 
because it is not associated with events that are important in history. Research does not indicate that it is associated with important 
people in the past. It is also not eligible under Criterion C. The Kennard Thomas Farm is a typical example of a working farm on 
the Eastern Shore. It contains a collection of common agricultural buildings dating from various eras. The farmhouse has been 
heavily compromised. The original portion has been covered in composite siding that dramatically alters its original appearance of 
a Gothic Revival cottage. Furthermore, an addition, which essentially reads as a distinct house stylistically, is attached to the 
original portion of the home. The addition is a typical I-house form that is ubiquitous in rural areas of Maryland. The property has 
not been evaluated under Criterion D at this time. The property lacks integrity of design, materials, workmanship, association, and 
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feeling. 

It is also important to note that the parcels currently being evaluated are adjacent to the Needwood-Content Rural Historic District 
(QA-486). Although the Determination of Eligibility form does not expressly mention the Kennard Thomas Farm, it can be 
assumed that it was intentionally not included within the boundaries as a contributing resource since accepted evaluation 
techniques would have included evaluations of properties that border districts to preclude their inclusion. The lack of integrity 
mentioned above also would prevent the Kennard Thomas Farm from being considered as a potential contributing resource to the 
Needwood-Content Rural Historic District. 
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In form, the older part of the Kennard Thomas 
farm house is similar to the Robert White house on 
Kent Island, but the plan is entirely different. Its 
plan is more like several of the early houses of 
Centreville, with the exception of the chimney place­
ment. The Centreville plan has one room behind the 
other with chimneys on. the gable. The Thomas house 
has the chimney in the center between the two rooms. 
Stylistically, the Kennard Thomas House is a Gothic 
cottage, but with only the barest elements of the . 
style, scalloped barge boards. The early twentieth 
century addition is in keeping with the vernacular 
quality of the house. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Kennard Thomas Farm is located on the north 

side of Md. Rt. 305 between Tanyard Road on the west 

and U.S. Rt. 301 on the east. It is approximately 

two miles east of Centreville. 

The house is composed of two frame structures, 

the early section having been built in the third 

quarter 19th century and the newer part having 

been built in the 1910*s. The early part is a 

1 1/2 story two room deep Gothic cottage now covered 

with composition siding. The southeast facade 

has a central door flanked by two windows with 6/6 

sash. In front of the door is an'A'roof portico 

with round columns and a brick floor. In the steep 

roof are two large dormers with 6/6 sash and 

scalloped barge boards up the 'A' roof. A brick 

chimney pierces the roof slightly east of center 

and forward of the apex. The roof is covered with 

tin shingles. 

On the southwest gable are a pair of 4/4 sash 

windows and a door beneath a leanto porch and a 

6/6 sash window forward of the porch. On the second 

story are two windows centered on those below. 

At the apex of the gable is a smaller 6/6 sash window 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

In form, the older part of the Kennard Thomas 

farm house is similar to the Robert White house on 

Kent Island, but the plan is entirely different. 

Its plan is more like several of the early houses 

of Centreville, with the exception of the chimney 

placement. The Centreville plan has one room 

behind the other with chimneys on the gable. The 

Thomas house has the chimney in the center between 

the two rooms. Stylistically, the Kennard Thomas 

House is a Gothic cottage, but with only the 

barest elements of the style, scalloped barge 

boards. The early twentieth century addition is 

in keeping with the vernacular quality of the 

house. 
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lighting the attic. The barge boards of the gable have 

a bold scallop design. 

- 7V 
The northwest facade has two 6/6 sash windows on the 

east side of the facade and two dormers on the roof 
// 

opposite those on the front. This wall of the house is 

covered with wood shingle like the adjoining two-story 

wing. 

The wing is set back (northwest) slightly and is 

only one room in depth. It is two bays long with a 

central door on each facade. The moderately pitched 

roof is covered with wood shingles. Across the south­

east facade of the wing is a one story leanto screened 

porch. 

Inside, the plan of the house consists of the 

following. In the old section there is a living room 

across the southeast half of the house with a door 

on the dividing wall at each end of the room, the east 

door leading to the dining room' and the west door 

leading to an entry and stair. The s.tair rises in 

a straight run to the second story, enclosed between . 

two walls. Beneath the stair is a closet for the dining 

room. Adjacent the closet is the chimney stack, with 

stove fittings from both living room and dining room. 

The entry at the bottom of the stair is a small room 

with double glared doors to the dining room. The wing 
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7.2 DESCRIPTION 

connects the dining room at the east end thereof with a 

passage to the kitchen. On the northwest side of the 

passage is a pantry. In the north corner of the kitchen 

is an enclosed winder stair. 

All of the interior trim is very plain. 

The second story plan consists of one large room 

above the living room and two small rooms above the 

dining room and entry. At the west end of the very 

tight passage is an enclosed winder stair to the two 

plastered rooms in the attic. 

Northeast of the house is a-small board and batten 

smokehouse. 
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